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U.S. Agents Tell of Shielding Barbie 


By RALPH BLUMENTHAL 

High United St*t« Army intelligence 
ufflcen paid and thiclded Kl a ua Barbie 
an bJortnent (of ytwre after World 
Vr ur II, despite their knowledge that the 
former Gestapo officer mu wanted In 
France for war crimes, according to a 
.lattice Department investigation. 

Account* gJvtsi to Justice Depart- 
ment Investigators by former United 
Mates Army agent* who worked with 
Mr. Barbie told of misgiving* and inter- 
i oil it ruffles over American um of the 
former Naa, disputes repeatedly re- 
solved in f»W>r of retaining Mr. Barbie. 

Even on “arrest" was staged, it waa 
said, and toon afterwards Mr. Barbie 
was freed to resume an U -Communist 
r'tplonage on behalf of the Americans. 

Adding to the sensitivity of the case, 
uc cording to some of the former agents, 
is that the Americans a bo used Mr. 
Barbie to gather Information on the 
Fj'ench. One .tTa.vjn, they said, that 
American officials refused* to turn over 
Mr. Barbie to the French, who were 
.searching for him, was fear of what the 
former Gestapo officer could tell the 
French about American counterlntelli- 
ymee operations. Including those di- 
rected againct French Communists. s 

Smuggled Out With U.S. Help 

Eventually, officials said, Mr. Barbie 
was smuggled out of Europe to South 
America along a secret American no- 
cape route devised chiefly to old Soviet- 
bi.x: in/umvanu. 

Last February the 69-year-old Mr. 
Uarhie was extradited to France from 
Bolivia to stand trial for murders and 
deportations he is accused of having or- 
dered as chief of the Geetapo In Lyons 
from 190 to 1944. 

Among other crimes, he Is accused of 
torturing to death a hero of the French 
Resistance, Jeon Moulin, and of trans- 
porting 43 Jewish children to the Ausch- 
witz camp, where they perished. 

A history of American relation* with 
Mr Barbie Li being completed by Allan 
A Ryan Jr. ..director of the Justice De- 
purtment's Office of Special Investlga- 
imns for wir-crim« cases. Mr. Ryan 
said in an interview last week that he 
exjxjcted his report to be made public 
within the next few weeks. 

Mr. Ryan has declined to discuss his 
findings, but accounts hsv* been pro- 
vided by witnesses who were Inter- 
viewed In the Investigation. Tbc Inquiry 
began In March after reports of Mr. 
Barbie*!. return to France led a .former 


American intelligence agent to ac- 
knowledge he had worked with Mr. 
Barbie after the war. 

Repealed applications by The New 
York Time* and other otwi organisa- 
tions for access to Government records 
relating to Mr. Barbie have been re- 
buffed by Army official* on the ground 
that the matter remair* under investi- 
gation. Some of the document* remain 
classified as long a* 30 veers Later. 

Many of thoee who nave been inter- 
viewed by Mr. Ryan or hi* deputies In 
recent month* have provided public ac- 
count* of their contact* with Mr. Barbie 
and the extent of their knowledge about 
hit role in war crimes. Some of the ac- 
counu were recently broadcast In a 
BBC documentary hi Britain and pub- 
lished In excerpU from a took by a Brit- 
Lih journalist, Tom Bower. 

Interview* with many of the figures 
provide differing accounu of who In the 
Army knew what ebout Mr. Barbie 

Alert for Barbie Id 1141 

A fanner officer of the Army Ccacrter 
Intelligence Corps, Earl S Browning, 
said hu office was told In 1946 to watch 
for a fugitive named Klaus Barbie. 

To hi* surprise, he said, the next year 
be received a request from the C.I.C/a 
Munich region to use Mr. Barbie. 

“It was a shock to me," recalled the 
retired colonel, who now walks a* a 
publishing executive In Washington. 
•‘Here he was being looked for — and 
there be was!" 

Mr. Browning said be was aware that 
by 1947 Mr. Barbie was listed In the 
Central Registry of War Criminal* and 
Security Suspects for murder. 

Mr. Browning said he Immediately 
ordered Mr. BarUe'i arrest but that the 
order was resisted In Munich. Eventu- 
ally, be said, Mr. Barbie was taken into 
custody and delivered to the Army's 
European Command Interrogation Cm. 
ter at Oberureel , near FYankfurt. 

Justice Department uivastlgatore are 
said to have found Indications that the 
“arrest" was a "frieodly" one, largely 
for the sake of appearance, although 
there were report! Mr. Barbie fled and 
was recaptured during the trip, 

Tl* sure Was WtpdOra’ . 

According to Mr. Breaming, after Mr. 
Barbie’s interrogation in Obenxreal, 
“the slate wai wiped ctoan." Mr. 
Barbie was ret free and soon returned 
to Munich to resume work. 


Mr. Browning said he continued to i 
protest but he was overruled by his su- 
perior, Col. David Erskioe. However, 
Mr. Browning asserted that he did suc- 
ceed in putting restriction* on the con- 
tinued use of Mr. Barbie, These, ac- 
cording to Army documents found by 
Justice Department Investigators, are 
said to have barred Mr. Barbie from 
gathering Intelligence against the 
French and to provide for aa end to hii 
use altogether after 90 days. Appar- 
ently these restrictions were Ignored. 

Army document* u ncovered to tbs in- 
vestigation are said to show Mr. Brown- 
ing’s signature on documents approv- 
ing use of Mr. Barbie. But Mr. Brown- 
ing said be was only expressing (he or- 
den of his superior, Colonel Enktne: 

The colonel, retired In Maryland, said 
be did not recall the matter. 

U.S. N etwor k a *S hamhUe* 
Mr.BrowTiing'sacooumwassubstan- 
tiated by his deputy at the tlifte, James 
Ratliff, a retired newspaper and pub- 
lishing executive In Cincinnati. Ha ex- 
plained the use of a known high-ranking 
Gestapo official for undercover werkof 
questionable valutas a mnssgnence of 
the “shambles' V and unprotssslonsllam 
of the Intelligence network In Germany. 

Another former agent said he told the 
Justice Department that Mr. Barbie's 
wartime role was no secret. 

Erhard Dabringhaus, a C.I.C. agent 
in Munich and, by hi* o^cm account, Mr. 
Barbie's “handier" In 1948, said: “The? ' 
knew. We all knew. The people who 
hired him knew what be had done." I 
Now a retired professor of German at 
Wayne State University in Michigan 
and working on a book on the Barbie 
case, be said that when be learned of 
Mr. Barbie's past he asked for a trans- 
fer. 

Mr. Dabringhaus said that by mid- 
1918 Mr. Barbie's main mission waa to 
provide Intelligence on Communist ac- 
tivities, Including French Communist*. 
He said an Army directive of June 1, 
1948, shifted the target of intelligence 
efforts from Nazis to Communist*. 

Mr. Dabringhaus was succeeded in 
Late 1948 by Herbert BedbtxOd. Mr. 
Bechtold, In ap Interview broadcast 
July 4 In London on the BBC Teloviriao 
program "Panorama,” recalled drink- 
ing chsmpagfw With Mr. Barbie and 
vti scu a sl n g Inte r r ogation mathods. 

Asked about the morality of dealing 
with Mr. Barbie, Mr. Bechtold said, n 
waa Just obeying orders." 
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